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STAN PERSKY & GLADYS HINDMARCH 


Friday, November 21st Room H - 651 


9:00 PM. Hall Building 


Gladys Hindmarch & Stan Persky have for some years been central figures 


in the West Coast scene, the impetus at the center of the poetry explosion 
in the Sixties. 


The Vancouver poets, & especially those connected with Tish & later 
magazines such as Iron & The Pacific Nation, quickly agree that Gladys 
Hindmarch has since the beginnings been the one writer who has held them 
together in the unique community of writers on the Coast. Part of the rea- 
son may be that she is the leading prose stylist of the movement, chronicler 
of the lives of the poets. Many have said that she is the best fiction 
writer in the country. The distinctions between prose & poetry break 

down in this instance, as Miss Hindmarch has always read her compresst, 
lyrical stories at Vancouver poetry readings & workshops. Since 1961 

her work has appeared in many poetry magazines, including those mentioned 
above as well as Motion, Prism International, The Georgia Straight, etc. 


In the early Sixties Stan Persky was part of the San Francisco group 

of avant-garde romantics who workt out the esthetic of the "serial 
poem." He was associated very closely with Robin Blaser, Robert Duncan 
(both of whom appeared here last year), & Jack Spicer. He was also the 
energy that produced most of the important publishing in SF, including 
the Wnite Rabbit Press, Open Space, & many brilliant little magazines. 
In moving to Vancouver he personified the artistic movement of poetic 
concerns from SF to the northern capital of the Pacific Nation, & he 
has carried on his activities bent on making a community built on art 
as the center of politics. So he has edited Tish & other magazines, as 
well as bringing the new politics to Vancouver streets, city government, 
& the universities. Maclean's magazine once featured a full-page 
photograph of him when he was the Alternate Mayor of Vancouver. His 
best-known book is the serial poem, Lives of the French Symbolist Poets. 


SUBSEQUENT READINGS: 


January 23rd - Diane Wakoski March 13th - Alfred Purdy 
February 6th - Frank Davey April 3rd - Joel Oppenheimer 
February 20th Ron Loewinsohn 
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